
 
 

Information on the 2019 Novel Coronavirus 

 

We know there are a lot of questions about the 2019 novel coronavirus. Here are some 

other important things we can tell you right now. 

 

• Information we have about this virus suggests a low immediate health risk for the 

general public, but we consider any new infectious disease a serious concern and 

we are taking precautions. 

• There is no need to cancel events or avoid going out in the community. 

• If new cases are confirmed in Illinois, we would let people know right away. We 

would work with the person to reach out to people they are in close contact with 

and monitor them for symptoms. We do this often for other infectious diseases, so 

we would use our same processes to notify people. 

• There is no vaccine or specific treatment for this virus right now. Illness can range 

from being mild to being severe. Based on what we know so far, the more severe 

cases have been in people who are older or have other medical conditions. 

• Here are some things we recommend people do right now. 

o Talk to your health care provider if you have recently traveled to China, 
and are feeling sick with symptoms like fever, cough or shortness of 
breath. Call ahead and inform the health care provider about your travel 
history. People do not need to stay isolated for 14 days after traveling to 
China. 

 

o Avoid all non-essential travel to China, keep an eye on the news to be 
aware of the evolving situation. 

o Take the same precautions you would to prevent the spread of a cold or the 
flu by washing your hands with soap for 20 seconds, covering your cough, 
and staying home if you are sick. 

 
This is an evolving situation, so information may change. We will share information with 

the public and health care providers when it is available. 

 

We will also put information on our website: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics- 

services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus 
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